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THEOLOGICAL. 


[We publish the following communication with the greater pleasure, 
because it exhibits the edifying and exemplary character of a Congre- 
gational minister of former days. Our readers will see that in sub- 
stanee the same faith then cheered and supported the pious Congre- 
gationalist which now cheers and supports the pious Churchman. 
They will see, in this example, the same regard paid to the Christian 
ordinance of baptism, which has of late years been so un:appiiy con- 
sidered as fixing upon Churchmen the stigma of forma‘ism. pete 
will see, in fact, nothing wanting -to complete the charicter of * 
dying pastor,”’ but that which we can never consider as un ieee 
authority to minister in Christ’s church, derived from Christ, through 
the instrumentality of apostolick ordination. ] 


TH E EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


ON THE DEATH OF A CONGREGATIONAL MINISTER. 


T nere is no spectacle more interesting and full of instruction than 
the death-bed of a Christian, who, with a sound mind and quiet con- 
science, can look without dismay on the prospect before him, and wel- 
come with joy the messenger of God who brings the solemn warning, 
*s Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.’ [uts 
is the most trying moment in the life of man It is a moment, too, 
which we all know must sooner or later come; and even to many 
who have spent a long life in preparation for the event, it is a moment 
of doubt and gloom. The separation of soul and body ; the dark val- 
ley of death through which they are about to pass, and the untried 
world beyond its confines, rush upon the mind, and trembling hope 
would fail, but for the bright beams of faith which light their way to 
the footstool of redeeming love. 

If in that dread hour the soul of the pious Christian is sometimes 
cast down and disquieted wtihin him; how unspeakably wretched must 
be the condition of bim who has lived a life of sin without any sense 
of guilt leading him to repentance! whose datly provocations against 
God have been attended with no remorse, and whose conscience til] 
that awful moment had been seared as with a hot iron! 

Whoever has witnessed the horrour and despair of a sinner stretch- 
ed on the bed of death, but clinging to life as the only chance left of 
making his peace with heaven ; and has seen the joytul hope and 
steadiast faith in which a pious saint is ready to y ield up his soul te 
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God ; will never think the labour and watchfulness of a whole !ife 
too great a price for the choice of alternatives : for this is the time 
when death, judgment, and eternity are brought home to the door, and 
crowding all at once on a mind never accustomed to the contempla- 
tion of them, fill it with perplexity and dismay. A state little adapted 
to the deliberate consideration of a subject so infinitely surpassing all 
others in magnitude, that Christ himself pronounced it, ‘* Zhe one 
thing needful.” 

The records handed down to us of holy martyrs suffering for their 
faith, and the triumph with which they braved death rather than re- 
nounce a crucified Saviour, should encourage those who profess the 
like precious faith, to persevere; for, although we are not now hur- 
ried away to the block of the executioner, nor to the fires kindled by 
fanaticism, yet death still reigns; and his approaches, in whatever 
form they are made, will bring it to the test, and we shall then rejoice 
in its strength, or shudder for its weakness. We need not go back to 
the days of martyrdom to prove the efficacy of faith, and its strong 
support in the most trying scenes; for none can be more trying than 
that which disunites the soul from the body, and fixes our doom 
throughout eternity Such examples may be found in our own time 
and country ; where, blessed be God, persecution is now unknown ; 
where the Puritan and the Churchman may both worship without an- 
noyance, and each sit unmolested under his own vine ; where the 
Arian may inculcate d:beral principles, and the Baptist close the door 
of communion against any but bis own sect. Even here, where uni- 
versal toleration “prevails, we may witness that a good life, built upon 
the foundation of a right faith, will enable us to hail death, though he 
be indeed the ** king of terrours®” to the wicked, as a welcome messen- 
ger who enters our windows to conduct us to that rest which remaineth 
for the people of God 

It was but a few weeks since, that I paid my last visit to a venera- 
ble clergyman of the congregational order, who had attained his ninety- 
fourth year, and been almost sixty-nine of them a settled minister. 
“Notwithstanding his great age, his health was good till within a week 
of his death, and his memory and powers of mind perfect to the last. 
He was the pastor of a congregation to which my father belonged, 
and it was on his ministry that [ also attended from infancy to man- 
hood. 

I love to cherish the remembrance of kind treatment, and Christian 
advice received from him while a boy at school, and a resident in his 
family ; and [ dwell with delight on the strong attachment and mu- 
tual confidence that subsisted between him and my father, till death 
severed the tie which for many years united them in the closest friend- 
ship. Soon after attaining that period of life when men ought to think 
and judge for themselves in matters of religion, | withdrew from the 
ministry of this good man, and united with the Episcopal Church ; 
and | now record it with pleasure, as an evidence of his Christian 
spirit, that no difference in bis manner, or abatement of his kindness 
was ever observable in consequence of it; but, when we met, as was 
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frequently the case, and conversed on religious topicks, no sectarian 
prejudices ever disturbed the harmony of our intercourse. 

My aged friend had been nearly a week sick, but business not to 
be dispensed with called me from home and [| did not see him till 
two days before his death. WhenI called at his house in the morn- 
ing and made inquiries of the family concerning him, I was answered, 
‘‘ He is almost gone, and will got probably continue through the 
day.” Presuming that company might disturb him, [ was about to 
retire, but being assured of his desire to see all his friends, I advanced 
to the sick chamber, and found it filled with the old and the young of 
his flock, to whom, as his strength permitted, he had been giving ad- 
vice adapted to their situation in life. As I entered the door he fixed 
his eyes on me, and stretching forth both his hands said, “I am glad, 
very glad to see you once more before I die!” And, pressing my 
hand between both his, he continued, ** You see me here on a bed of 
sickness, which will shortly be changed to a bed of death; but I am 
surrounded by my children, (pointing to his parishioners.) though some 
of them have grown old. They come to pity me, and pray for me. 
1 am yet permitted to pray for them, and to exhort them, in the lan- 
guage of the apostle, to hold fast the profession of their faith without wa- 
vering, for He is faithful that hath promised. O, never give way to 
seducing fables, but build your house of defence on that Kock of Ages 
which will remain for ever and ever. Remember, He hath declared 
himself the way, and the truth, and the life ; no man can come to the 
Father but by him. ‘These are gosp 1 truths, my friends ; and they 
are unchangeable as God himself, 1 don’t know that you can under- 
stand me, for my voice is faltering ; but while the outward man de- 
cayeth, | feel strong in spirit, and the lamp of faith burns brighter and 
brighter.” I took advantage ofa little pause, to congratulate him on 
the prospect of a speedy deliverance from the pain, and trouble. and 
vexation incident to this world of trial, and on the nearness of his ap- 
proach to a glorious reward. 

** We know nothing of another world,”’ he replied, “* but what we 
know by faith; for no one has come back to tell us. That blessed 
book (pointing to his bible) teaches us that there is a reward for such 
as by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 
immortality ; but it is a reward of grace, not of dedt; for we can only 
be accounted righteous through Jesus Christ ; and unto them that look 
Sor him, he shall appear the second time without sin unto salvation. O,I 
can remember, and have in my mind at this moment, some interesting 
conversations with your excellent father on these important subjects. 
He was my constant and faithful friend ; an Israelite indeed, in whose 
heart there was no guile. 1 was often with him in his last sickness, 
and beheld the triumph of his faith within an hour of his departure. 
Death, whom he had so often braved in the field of battle, had 
terrours for him on his dying bed ; but he longed, as I now do, to de- 
part and be.with Christ. We took sweet counsel together in life, and 
after death, I trust we shall not be divided.’ 

Just at this moment a young married woman who was a member of 
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his communion, entered the room with a child in her arms, apparently 
about three months old. He asked her quickiy, ‘ Has your cbild 
been baptized ?”? And on receiving a negative answer he called out— 
« Bring some water that | may do a little more good. Many such 
child:en have I been the instrument of bringing into the family of 
Christ, and | hope in the great day of account to present them to 
him without spot." When water was brought, some one inquired if 
he was not too feeble for the undertaking? “ No, no,” he said, “I 
fee! yet strong to labour in my Master’s service, and I would not day 
here idle while he allows me to me to work.”” Water was placed by 
his bed, and the mother drawing near with her child, he raised 
his eyes to heaven, and offered up a short, but fervent prayer, 
well suited to the occasion. He then baptized her child, and laying 
his hands upon it, as it was held before him, he said, ** O Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hast declared that of such as this child is the kingdom of 
heaven, receive him l wapeinien thee from the hands of thine aged and 
feeble servant, into the everlasting arms of thy covenanted mercy ; 
we dedicate him to thee, O God, and if it be the last act of thy ser- 
vant’s ministry, wilt thou graciously accept it, for the sake of thy 
dearSon. Amen.” 

‘Lhe exertion which be bad made for conversation before, together 
with the office of baptism, seemed to exhaust all his strength, and he 
lay some time, apparently in a state of insensibility ; then rousing 
hiuself again, he inquired if there were any other children near, who 
had not been baptized ; and added, ** It there are any, let them be 
brought soon, for my time seems almost come. Thy will, O God, be 
done !” 

1 took bis hand for the Jast time, and said, ‘I must bid you fare- 
well, sir. If we see each other no more in this life, God grant that 
we may meet ia that eternal world. where there shall be no sickness, 
hor pain, nor sorrow ; because there is no sin.’’ His eye kindled with 
emotion ; a transient onile passed over his face while he said, ** Fare- 
well: God knows how sincerely I reciprocate that wish.” 

I saw him no more ; but was informed that his voice soon after fail- 
ed, a: 1 that he sunk gradually, and most serenely into the arms of 
death The last words that dwelt on his tongue were those of the first 
Chris: in martyr, ** Lord Jesus receive my spirit !” 

Th ; ended the life of a good man; and every one who survives 
him m y adopt the words of Balaam and say, ‘* Let me die the death of 
the rig weous, and letmy last end be like his! 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


In the North American Review for October last, in the notice of 
Bishop England’s discourse on the festival of St. Patrick, occur the 
following assertions by the reviewer. ‘ Seven millions of people, in- 
babitants of a Jand proverbial for its generous, ardent, and bighminded 
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national character, are compelled to wear the galling yoke of servi- 
tude. Their political rights are a dream, and their religious freedom 
a shadow. Five sixths of them are obliged to support a church, which 
they believe to be contrary to scripture and truth, and to uphold a 
profligate hierarchy, whose dark and cumbrous mass rests like an in- 
cubus on the soil, which is doomed to cherish its unnatural growth. 
And when the sufferers cry out against oppression like this, they are 
called rebels, and visited with fire, and sword, and death.” N.A. R. 
No. xx p, 472. 

The Protestant Episcopal clergy of Ireland are here stigmatized as 
‘a profligate hierarchy ;’? and by one of those rbetorical flourishes 
which are intended to make fine sentences,* itis more than insinuated 
that the woes of Ireland are to be laid at the door of her religious es- 
tablishment. How,far all this is consistent with truth and justice, 
the reviewer has given his readers no opportunity to know, nor has 
he himself taken the pains to examine. ‘The very nature of bis work 
precludes the possibility of any reply or explanation appearing 
on his pages, unless he himself should have the magnanimity to re- 
tract his assertions. No way, therefore, exists of meeting these as- 
sertions, but through the indulgence of the Gospel Advocate. 

Your readers shall know how ‘* profligate”’ are the Episcopal cler- 
zy of Ireland, by testimony the most unexceptionable, drawn from 
publick records, personal knowledge, and ocular observation. 

On the 10th of June, 1824, Dr. Jebb, the pious and learned bishop 
of Limerick, made a speech in the house of lords, on the Irish tithe 
composition amendment bill, which, for perspicuity, force, and elo- 
quence, has scarcely been surpassed, and seldom equalled in the 
records of parliamentary discussion. In bim the ciergy of Ireland 
have found a most able, intelligent, and upright defender. The whole 
speech deserves the perusal of your readers, and it is an occasion of 
regret, that the limits of your work, and the impropriety of devoting 
too much of it to the detection of even the most scandalous calumnies, 
forbids a more lengthened extract from its pages. The following ho- 
nourable testimony is given by the Bishop respecting the professional 
character of the Irish Protestant clergy. 

“ | am bold to say, the present clergy are a most useful, a most 
exemplary, a most indefatigable class of men. Exceptions, indeed, 
there may and must be; and no man regrets more deeply, and no 
man would censure more willingly, any and every such exception 
that unhappily exists. But the general character of our clergy is un- 
impeachable ; the body at large is sound and serviceable. And I 
fearlessly maintain, that they give full value for their emoluments ; 


* The North American Review is generally distinguished for purity of style; 
but on the present occasion, the desire to be witty at the expense of orthodox 
Episcopacy, has betrayed the writer into an unfortunate confusion of metaphors. 
An incubus, gentle reader, is a disorder of the human body called the nightmare ; 
but our reviewer, with the transmuting power of fabled gods and necromancers, 
has changed it into a VEGETABLE ! 


























ee ee ee 




















a 


PEO tm » 


ecient a ee 





et 

















334 Calumnies in the North American Review. [Nov. 


that, if they were removed, or if their incomes were materially 
abridged, many parts of Ireland would sink into barbarism and help- 
less destitution. 

“Respecting the strictly ecclesiastical services of our parochial 
clergy, this is neither the place where they ought to be detailed, nor 
the tribunal before which they can be judged. I shall therefore con- 
fine myself to a few definite and tangible facts; and I shall avoid 
touching on the services of the clergy in the north of Ireland. Their 
character stands deservedly high; and my right reverend friends near 
me are abundantly qualified to attest their merits. But I have been 
favoured with authenticated returns from the city of Dublin, and from 
parts both of Munster and Leinster, from which I have abstracted a 
few particulars, to be laid vefore your lordships. This abstract [ 
shall take the liberty, to read ; making this one previous remark, that 
the proportion borne to the general congregation, by the attendants 

at the sacrament, and by the children publickly catechised, is, in my 
judgment, the best criterion of parochial diligence and zeal. In these 
statements, it is not so much my object to mark the number of protes- 
tant parishioners, as to point attention to this proportion. In many 
instances, from causes in operation for a course oi centuries, the mem- 
bers of our established Church are comparatively tew; but, from the 
attention paid to these few, we may fairly inter what would be effect- 
ed, were the numbers more considerable. 

*¢ City of Limerick.—In this city are tour churches : three parochial, 
including the cathedral, which is also a parish church; and one chapel 
of ease, in the gift of the earl of Limerick. On Sundays, the attend- 


ants at morning service average 1700. The aggregate number of 


communicants, in the year, is 5650. The children examined for cate- 
chetical premiums, under the superintendence of the Bishop and cler- 
gy, 400. 

** In the cathedral, divine service is performed three times each 
Sunday, and once on every week day. Sermons are preached both 
in the mornings and evenings of Sundays, and in the morning of every 
church holy day 

‘+ In the other churches, divine service is performed twice on Sun- 
day, once on Wednesdays, Fridays, and all church holydays, And 
at festivals, there is an early sacrament for the accommodation, more 
especially. of the lower classes. 

** Diocese of Ferns and Leighlin.— In nine towns or parishes of this 
united diocese, there are 9877 parishioners, 1816 communicants at 
festivals, and 1057 children publickly catechised. ‘The other parishes 
in the diocese, from which, by the kindness of the Bishop, | possess 
returns, afford a similar proportion. Monthly communion ts constant. 

** Diocese of Cork.—-\n eight towns of this diocese, the monthly 
communicants are 3360; the children examined by the clergy for 
catechetical premiums, 2472. The villages and country parishes keep 
pace with this proportion. 
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** City of Cork.—Seven churches. 





Amount of congregations : ° . ‘ ‘ ‘ 6800 
Mon.bly communicants ° ; . ° ‘ . 692 
Communicaats at festivals ‘ , : : . ° 2205 
Chiidren catechised at church . . ° ° 871 
examined for catechetical premiums . : , 1200 
i a «& 

Average of weekly collections for poor,in churches. 20 18 
Aggregate for one year of weekly collections . - 1081 7 4 


Kaised by charity sermons, in four years . . . 2160 0 O 


** In each church, the sacrament is administered at least once a 
month, besides festivals ; in some churches, once a fortnight. Prayers 
in all the churches, on Wednesdays, Fridays, and all church holydays ; 
in sume of them every day in each alternate week. Every facility is 
given, by early services at 7 and 8 o’clock in the morning on Sundays, 
to the poor, who cannot appear clothed as they might wish to be, in 
a city church atnoon. ‘The catechetical examinations for premiums 
are conducted remarkably well. All the clergy in and about Cork 
act as examiners: the Dean, or, in his absence, the Archdeacon, ex- 
amines the higher classes for medals. The Bishop himself invariably 
attends, and distributes the premiums. 

** City of Dublin.—tn six of the parish churches, (the others are pro- 
portionally attended,) the average amounts are as follow :— 


Number of attendants at morning service ° ° ‘ 9800 
Monthly communicants ° ° ° ; ; ° 1165 
Communicants at festivals : , , ° ° ‘ 6650 


Cases in which the sacrament is received throughout the year, 
in these six churches, without regarding the repetition of } 34,180 


the same person . : . , : . : 
Alms coilected weekly, and at sacraments, in these 6 churches #2360 
Children catechised in five of these churches on Sundays . 1340 


The number of catechumens in the sixth church has not been re- 
turned ; but it is above the average of the other five. 


‘*‘ At the two cathedrals, the congregations are limited only by the 
extent of the buildings: on a rough caiculation, they average at from 
2000 to 3000. ‘The charity sermons preached in five of the above- 
mentioned churches produce annually £2000; into this calculation, 
St. Peter’s church, and the Magdalen asylum, (in which are many 
charity sermons each year,) are not taken. 

‘In a single parish church, (St. Mary’s,) there is a congregation of 
2700; monthly communicants, 480; festival communicants, 2100; 
children catechised, 630; average annual collection of weekly and 
sacramental aims, #£53V, coliection at parochial charity sermons, 
£550. 

‘‘ In the church of St, Peter, last Easter day, the communicants 
were 2000 ; the Sunday collections, £520. 

** In addition to their strictly pastoral employment, the clergy of 
Dublin are, for the most part, members of different charitable boards, 
and governours and inspectors of the various hospitals and schools. 
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They are, in truth, indefatigable, and their whole time is devoted to 
their duties. 

‘** These statements do very imperfect justice to the subject; and I 
wish them to be considered merely as brief specimens of what might 
be abundantly adduced. Enough, however, has appeared to show, 
that the Irish clergy do not slumber on their post; that, as opportuni- 
ties are ministered to them, they are instant in season, and out of sea- 
son, at the call not only of duty and conscience, but of taste and incli- 
nation. For such services prove more than mere activity; they 
could not thus be performed, unless the heart were in the work.” pp. 
58—64. 

So much for the “ profligacy”’ of the Episcopal clergy of Ireland in 
the discharge of their ecclesiastical functions. Let us now attend a 
little to their conduct in promoting measures of beneficence, and plans 
of publick uUlity. 

** In all our parish churches, during divine service, on the first day 
of the week, after the manner of primitive times, a collection is made 
for the relief of the poor; and this fund is largeiy indebted to the 
Christian exertions of the parochial clergy. In the larger cougregae 
tions, the sums thus raised are considerable ; in the smaller, olten above 
what might be expected; and in many instances the amount is almost, 
and sometimes altogether, applied in aid of the poor Roman Catbolick 
population. In addition, charity sermons are preached in all great 
towns; and the contributions are on a scale unknown in England, 
where there are other modes of relief. In Limerick, in Waterford, in 
Cork, above all, in Dublin, the sums raised exclusively in the churches 
of the establishment, and by the eloquence of the established clergy, 
are of a magnitude, which, considering the poverty of the people, and 
the embarrassments which unhappily prevail, is truly astonishing. 
Before the depreciation of the times, 700/, 8007, 1000/. 1200/. were 
no uncommon collections, at a single sermon. One distinguished Chris- 
tian orator, the late lamented Dean Kirwan, in the course of his minis- 
try in our Church, a space of about twenty years, raised by sermons 
within the city of Dublin, the sum of 75,000/. But for the exertions, 
indeed, of our clergy, many of our largest and best charitable institu- 
tions would not now exist. And while they have done much directly, 
they have done more consequentially. They have thus produced a 
generally diffused spirit of beneficence, which enters into the charac- 
ter of the people, and which the people cannot forget to have been 
nurtured and matured, by the same Christian eloquence and feeling, 
which gave birth to it.” pp. 65, 66. 

** * Independently of their spiritual functions, the clergy are ex- 
tremely useful, in establishing and superintending charitable institu- 
tions. In the country parts, every thing depends upon the clergy :— 
dispensaries, societies for promoting industry, civilization, but espe- 
cially education. 1 know one parish, where, by the exertions of the 

yman, four schools were raised ; and two other parishes, in each 


clerg 
’ pp. 84, 85. 


of which the clergyman raised three.’ ’ 


In the year 1822, an act of parliament was passed for the better reg- 
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ulation of prisons in lreland, by which all bridewells and smaller pri- 
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sons were placed under the gratuitous inspection of the parochial 
clergy. 

‘* Throughout the whole of that country, the smaller gaols and 
bridewells were found to be in a most deplorable condition. For the 
most part, under the immediate direction of a very inferiour class of 
keepers, with scarcely the semblance, in too many instances, of in- 
spection or control on the part of the local magistracy ; their intertour 
state was, what might naturally be apprehended, wretched in the «x- 
treme The food, the bedding, the ventilation, the whole manage- 
ment, of such a description as was shocking to humanity ; and these 
abodes of wretchedness were also nurseries of vice ” p. 85. 

The manner in which the clergy have discharged this duty, and 
the reform they have introduced into the prison discipline, will ap- 
pear from the following official testimony of the inspectors general, 
Majors Woodward and Palmer. 

‘* * The valuable aid which this branch of prison regulation has re- 
ceived, by the superintendence of the parochial clergy, cannot be sufhi- 
ciently estimated. 

“«* The law has imposed upon them a new duty, in the local inspec- 
tion of bridewells, situated in their respective parishes, without any 
remuneration whatever; and we are gratified in reporting, that the 
wishes of the legislature have been universally met with a benevolent 
and disinterested zeal, worthy of that order. The regulations of the 
court of king’s bench have clearly defined the duties which belong to 
the inspection ; and we have the satisfaction of feeling, that, in our 
control over a department so widely scattered, and over small prisons, 
under the immediate care of persons of a lower class, we have an ef- 
fectual counterbalance to these disadvantages, in the co-operation of 
the parochial clergy. Their inspection affords to us, at all times, a 
power of reference to an upright and intelligent officer, resident on the 
spot ; and secures a conscientious check upon the several returns re- 
ceived from each bridewell, and upon the prices of all articles pur- 
chased for the bedding and subsistence of the prisoners. We feel also 
assured, that no instances of irregularity and oppression would be suf- 
fered to exist, under a local inspection placed in such hands. This 
arrangement has removed an almost insurmountable difficulty, in re- 
ducing the regulation of these dispersed prisons to a uniform practi- 
cal system.””’ pp. 86, 87. 

‘** | should feel it presumptuous in me,’?” says Major Woodward, 
“*¢ to offer such a testimony, were it not drawn from me asa debt of 
gratitude for the services rendered by their [the clergy’s} benevolent 
labours, to the department under my inspection. Setting aside all those 
feelings of attachment which I have always had to the established 
Church, | must, as a publick officer, whose duties call him into close 
contact with them throughout the most remote, and (by all others of 
the higher classes ) deserted parts of the kingdom, declare, in common 
justice, thut, were it not for the residence and moral and political influ- 
ence of the parochial clergy, every trace of refinement and civilization 
would disappear. 
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‘* ¢ They have now, in the kindest manner, added the eare of the 
poor prisoner, in gaols which were scenes of misery and oppression, 
to the various duties in which they supply the place of the natural 
guardians of the peace and prosperity of the country: and, had not 
this resource been provided by the prison-act, I should have despair- 
ed of effecting any radical reform.’ ”’ pp. 88, 89. 

The woes of Ireland, no one can deny; and no friend of humanity 
would seek to conceal, or extenuate, any abuse, by which those woes 
are generated. But there is as much, and perhaps more, injury done 
to society by overlooking the real causes of those woes, and assigning 
to them a wrong origin, as by an attempt to conceal them. And for 
this reason ; that by mistaking the cause of the disorder, that very 
principle may be removed from the system which may ultimately be 
the means of palliating or curing the evil. 

It is not the enormous wealth of the clergy which has caused these 
woes ; for the Bishop has asserted on his own knowledge, and has 
shown by an appeal to unquestioned and unquestionable documents, 
that the whole income of the Church does not much exceed the sum 
which is annually drawn by Irish absentees from two counties alone. 
The bishops and clergy, when compared to other landed proprietors, 
are infact poor. ‘* Their incomes,”’ he grants, ‘‘ did increase during 
the war ; but this increase arose not from an enlargement of the acrea- 
ble composition, but from the additional quantity of land thrown into 
tillage. ‘The depreciation of their incomes, on the other hand, has 
been produced by the diminution of tillage, by the reduction of tithe- 
rates, by the breaking down of an impoverished tenantry, by the ef- 
forts of many landlords, and all middle-men, to preserve, undiminish- 
ed, their enormous rents, covenanted for ata period, when, from the 
competition of an overflowing population, the cupidity of him who had 
land to let, was the sole measure and limit of the sums proffered, by 
those who must find land to take. And what has been the conse- 
quence to the clergy? My lords, from my own knowledge I can 
state, that during the last two or three years, several most respectable, 
and not ill-beneficed clergymen have had but a nominal revenue.” 
». 28. 
we Some, indeed, of the Irish clergy I know, who, but for their own 
private fortunes, which they bountifully spend, could not maintain 
themselves in the Church. Others, I rejoice to call my friends, men 
devoted to their calling, yet qualified to move in the most exalted 
sphere, men respectably, sometimes nobly, allied, who, with benefices 
nominally of large value, have not only been obiiged to put down 
their carriages, and resign those moderate unostentatious comforts, to 
which they were habituated from early youth,—but who find it matter 
of difficulty to educate their children and to provide the common ne- 
cessaries of life. Yet, these men are not chargeable with any extra- 
vagance, either of themselves, or of their families ; they have not in 
their expenditure surpassed the bounds of prudence; except perhaps 
(but you will forgive them this wrong) they may have somewhat ex- 
ceeded in bounty to the poor.” pp. 29, 30, 
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The Bishop enters largely into the subject of church revenues, and 
shows that the enemies of the Church have greatly magnified them for 
the purpose of producing popular excitement. He shows that the 
bishops cannot, from the nature of their leases, possess enormous in- 
comes ; and what is very deserving of observation, that the income of 
their lay-tenants, from the manner in which the episcopal revenues 
are raised, always bears a proportion to their own of FOUR to ONE. 
With regard to the clergy he states, that the average income of about 
eighty parishes, is £400 or $1778. But these are parishes of the higher 
otder. ‘The fair average income would be about #250 or $1111. 
Not one of the bishopricks exceeds in yearly value £5000 or $22.000, 
an income which, though large in America, is smali in comparison 
with the lay-estates of Ireland. And it is to be recollected that the 
Irish lay gentry being absent, the great burden of supplying the 
wants of the poor in Ireland falls upon the bishops and bene- 
ficed clergy.* What is done in America by our wealthy merchants, 
must be done in Ireland by the bishops and clergy ; the whole being 
shifted off upon them by the Irish absentees. 

And here in fact lies the cause of the woes of Ireland. It is not 
the wealth or the non-residence of the clergy ; for the clergy in gene- 
ral do reside, and their wealth is a blessing to the people. Nor is it 
the English who have landed estates in Ireland ; for among these are to 
be found some of the best landlords in the whole country. The Bishop, 
himself an Irishman, foretells, that if Ireland is to be improved, and 
rendered prosperous, she will ‘* be primarily indebted to the English 
proprietors of Irish estates.” 

The distress of Ireland arises from Irishmen themselves; from the 
fact that the Irish gentry absent themselves from their own country, 
drain it of its resources, oppress it by the tyrannical exaction of their 
rents, and the farming of their revenues, and become alienated from its 
inhabitants, insensible of their woes, and unwilling to relieve their 
misery. 

“ Irish absenteeship,” says the Bishop, “ has no bowels ; it has no 
principles. English proprietors of Irish estates have their hearts sof- 
tened by the tenantry among whom they live. But pure Irish absen- 
teeship has no such compensation. There are no present objects to 
keep the affections in healthful exercise ; and where the affections are 
not thus exercised, they must wither and dry up. A distant tenantry, 
never visited and never seen, under these circumstances, seems to be 
considered, like one of those ingenious contrivances which I have ad- 
mired at his majesty’s mint, a mere system of machinery for the put- 
ting forth of so much coin. I am compelled to say, and I grieve to 
say it, that the most afflicting part of a clergyman’s social duty con- 


* Much has been said of the non-residence of the Irish protestant clergy. Into 
this subject the Bishop enters largely ; detects the gross errours of Mr. Hume and 
others in their statements respecting the extent of non-residence ; and shows that 
there are not above twenty or thirty beneficed Irish clergymen, the sick and in- 
firm excepted, who are anoccupied by active clerical duty im some part of the 
country. 
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sists in vain, fruitless efforts to wring a wretched dole, which might 
keep alive the starving paupers on bis deserted estate, from the mere 
Irish absentee ;—to extract sunbeams from cucumbers.” p.°73. 

“ One case may be taken as a specimen :—it was vouched, during 
this session, in another house, on the most unimpeachable authority. 
Ina certain western county of Ireland, during the calamitous summer 
of 122, a subscription was raised for the relief of the poor, by the 
resident gentry, land-bolders, and clergy. Application for assistance 
was made to the absentee proprietors, who annually abstract from that 
county the sum of eighty-three thousand pounds. And what was the 
amount of their congregated munificence ? My lords, it was—eighty- 
three pounds! Nota farthing in the pound of their annual Irish in- 
come! Had these proprietors been resident at home, this never could 
have happened. They could not have witnessed the complicated 
wretchedness of famine, of nakedness, and of disease, without some 
efiort to relieve it. But, they were Irish absentees ; and their contri- 
bution amounted to eighty-three pounds.” pp. 74, 75. 

In consequence of this system of absenteeship, the clergy are in 
many places almost the only resident gentlemen; and in those parts 
especially where they have least professional employment, they are 
the chief, and too frequently the sole, moral prop and stay. In that 
very province in which, to relieve the general distress, absentee 
penury contributed in 1822 only one pound for every thousand which 
it abstracted from the country, it pleased Providence to raise up a 
diffusive instrument of good, and that instrument one of the hierarchy, 
whom the Reviewer denounces as profligate. 

‘* If the London distress committee, if its honourable and worthy 
chairman. were asked, who, at that period, stood foremost in every 
act ot beneficence, and labour of love, they would, with one voice, 
pronounce—ihe Archbishop ef Tuam: from morning to night, from 
extremity to extremity of his province, at once the mainspring, 
the regulator, the minute-hand of the whole charitable system. 
As distress deepened and spread abroad, he muitiplied himself, 
he seemed gifted with a sort of moral ubiquity. He proved himself 
wortby to rank with ‘ Marseilles’s good bishop,’ and, hand in hand 
wiih him, to go down to the latest posterity, among the benefactors 


of mankind.”’ p. 78. 
(to BE CONTINUED.) 


—_— 
—_——-_ — 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Tue following excellent Tract, entitled, “ The Day of Adversity : 
Reflections suited to the hour of sorrow, the bed of sickness, or the Joss 
of beloved relatives,”’ is by the Rev, Basil Woodd, M. A. Rector of 
Drayton- Beauchamp, and Minister of Bentinck Chapel, St. Mary-le- 
bone. The author observes that it “ was drawn up with a design of 
being left at the House of Adversity, as a means of strengthening the 
hints which might be suggested by a pastoral visit, The chief atten- 
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tion has therefore been paid to plainness and simplicity of truth and 
language ; in hopes it might be acceptable to a mind softened by af- 
fliction, and especially to those who seldom but in affliction think 


upon God,” 
REFLECTIONS, &c. 


My pear FRIEND,—We are commanded by the word of God to re- 
member those who suffer adversity, as being ourselves also in the 
body. It has pleased God, who ordereth all events, to visit you with 
affliction ; and I hope you will give me credit when I assure you that 
I most tenderly feel for you, and that | bear you on my heart in my 
prayers to God, that of his great mercy He will comfort and support 
you: that He would make this affliction a blessing to your soul, and 
bring you safely through it, that you may praise his holy name. 
Perhaps you have sometimes been led to wonder why God your 
Creator and Governour should thus afflict you; and the thought has 
come into your mind, that you were hardly dealt with. Be assured 
that all such thoughts arise from the enemy of your soul, and are all 
unworthy of God. Instead of dealing hardly with you, the dealings 
of God are merciful. He corrects you in mercy, as a kind father 
may at times think it his duty to correct the child in whom he de- 
lighteth. Therefore let this thought be fixed on your heart, ‘* God is 
at this very time visiting me tm mercy to my soul; itis atime for im- 
provement ; God is calling upon me to think seriously, and to lift up 
my heart to Him; He sees that I have been more anxious about this 
world than the world tocome ; and He has, in great love and pity to 
my soul, sent me this affliction. O, may it teach me to love this world 
Jess, and be more in earnest for the other.” 

The design of this address is to try if I can assist you to improve 
this »Mfliction. I shall endeavour to present to you a few plain reflec- 
tions, in as plain language as | can make use of ; and as God only can 
make the reading of it useful to you, let me entreat you to pray that 
God will bless it to your soul, that so it may be a matter of praise and 
thanksgiving both to you, and to me, and that For ever. There was 
once a time when sickness, pain, and sorrow were not so much as 
known God sey man holy and happy, in his own image, after 
his likeness. Gen. i. 26—28. Man loved God, and delighted to do 
his will; in the etal ae of praise, prayer, and duty, he enjoyed a 
heaven on earth: all the powers of his soul and body were ina state 
of perfection; he was perfectly happy in a sense of the favour of 
God ; he knew no sin, he felt no pain, nor was acquainted with grief, 
The great God entered into covenant with our first parents, Adam 
and Eve, and promised his divine favour and eternal life to them, and 
their children, on this reasonable condition, that they should do his 
holy will, and that they should not eat of the fruit of the tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil: onthe other hand, God declared that, if they 
did eat of this tree, they should surely die. Man, alas! broke the law 
of God by eating of the fruit of this forbidden tree God was offended 
and the curse took place. This is the account which the bible gives 
of the misery of man: read Gen. iii. and you will find the affecting 
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history of all our sorrow, especially from the 16th to the 19th verse. 
We are thus, by the word of God, taught that all pain and grief, and 
adversity, is the effect of sin: all the confusion, war, and bloodshed 
on the earth: all the strife, and ill-will, and contention in families ; all 
the calamities. diseases, disappointments, and apprehensions, which 
afflict the soul and the body : all the instances in which death robs us 
of our relatives and friends ; and that event at which we naturaily 
tremble, our own departure: all these were brought into the world 
by sin; and by these God bears witness to the truth of his word,— 
they are tokens of his displeasure. 

You, my dear friend, are pethapsat this very time proving how true 
this observation is. You are now in affliction; perhaps suffering 
through distressing events; your prospects in life are all disappointed ; 
or your circumstances are perplexing and in ruin; or death hath torn 
from you tender relatives: the partner of your affections, the cbild in 
whom your very life seemed bound up, or the friend that was dear to 
you as your own soul, is now no more; or perhaps you yourself are 
laid on a bed of sickness, and death stands staring you in the face. 
It is then with you the day of adversity ; God is speaking to you. 
God at this time calls you aside from the world in tender mercy, that 
you may now, more than ever, converse with him and your own soul. 
He speaks tenderly and awfully; He expects that you should fisten to 
him ; and his gracious design is to fix your mind and heart upon what 
he hath done to save your immortal soul. God sv loved the world that 
He remembered us in our low and fallen state, and sent his blessed 
Son to save us, miserable sinners. ‘The Lord Jesus Christ. the eternal 
Son of God, became man, was born of the Virgin Mary, at Bethlehem, 
and died upon the cross, the just for the unjust, to bring us to God. 
Having made peace by his own precious blood, He rose again from 
the dead, and according to the riches of his grace in the Ne -w Cove- 

nant, He freely offers pardon and salvation to all such as * truly repent 
and unfeignedly believe his holy gospel.” These truths you have often 
heard from your very infancy, and perhaps as often forgot. It may 
be that the goodness of God has not as yet led you to repentance; 
but you have loved your sins, or been taken up by the cares of the 
world, or your pleasures, and perhaps have thought liltle or nothing 
about your God, your Saviour, or your immortal soul. Therefore it 
is that God in great kindness calls you to consider. Take this kind 
hint; and O! may the Day of Adversity be with you the accepted 
time, may it be the Day of Salvation. His voice says ** Prepare to 
meet thy God.” 

Art thou in adversity ; then consider,— 

Ist. Who hath appointed it. 

2d. Wherefore hath God appointed it. 

3dly. The disposition which God requires. 

I. Who hath appointed it? Know tbat ir 1s or Gon; and He 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men, God is now, 
at this very time, speaking personally to you. Remember, God is tn- 
finite in glory and majesty. He is a susr Gop, and therefore has 
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laid on you no more than you deserve. Lam. iii. 22, and 39. He isa 
good and gracious God, and therefore designs your amendment and 
benefit. He is a wise God, and therefore hath judged this affliction to 
be most useful for you. How condescending is your heavenly Father! 
O, the compassion of God! Perhaps, my friend, never till this time, 
did the concerns of your never-dying soul, or the love of your Saviour, 

make any impression on you: QO, how merciful then is God! How 
very gracious ! He hath taken this step to check your carelessness ; 
He is giving you atimely hint, lest you should still depart from him, 
and perish for ever. Let your prayer then be this, ‘* O my most 
merciful Saviour! Have I so often offended thee, and art thou still 
seeking thy wandering sheep? Hast thou seen me so long foolish and 
ignorant, and art thou correcting me in mercy? Doth this fresh af- 
fliction tell me that thy arms are still open to receive me? O, let thy 
Holy Spirit assist me, that | may hear thy voice, and live for ever,” 

Be assured then that THis 1s oF Gop; not of chance; but of God’s 
gracious design. ‘To-day then, if you will hear God’s voice, harden 
not your heart; your eternal happiness or eternal misery may depend 
on the use which you make of this present affliction. It is God’s mes- 
senger. God does, as it were, by this means beseech you to be recon- 
ciled to him. Prize then this opportunity for serious reflection ; if 
any of your friends or attendants advise you to put such thoughts 
away from you, they are the enemies of your soul; they act the very 
part which your adversary the devil would have them : listen to the 
plain and tender advice of true pious friends, and say as David said, 
‘* 1 know, O Lord, thy judgme nts are right, and that thou in very 
fuithfulness hast afflicted me.’’ Psalm cxix. 75. 

If. Wherefore hath God appointed it? The lesson of affliction is, 
Man, know thyself: Man, know thy God. The design of God in what 
he hath laid upon you is, Ist, To teach you what you really are: 
Job was a holy man; it pleaséd God to visit him with adversity ; he 
was brought to cry out, ‘“* Behold, | am vile! What shall | answer 
Thee? I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Job xl. 4 
xliii. 6. He was sorely afflicted, and by this means he became more 
acquainted with God and with himself. Say then, This is God’s pre- 
sent design with me; ‘1 have gone astray like a lost sheep, this is 
now the voice of my God; He is calling me to repentance.’’. If God 
then is teaching you what you are, remember it is your duty to ex- 
amine yourself. Humble yourself therefore before God, consider your 
sins. It was God who made you and formed you for his glory and 
your good. Have you honoured God with all your powers of soul and 
body? Have you been intent on glorifying him? Have you en- 
deavoured to lead others into the way of godliness ? Let me beg your 
serious attention, and be not angry when I tell you the truth:—If 
you really desire to know yourself, you must study the law of God, 
the ten commandments, and examine yourseif closely by them, for by 
the law is the knowledge of sin. Rom. iii. 20. The law of God de- 
clares, ** Thou shalt bode the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. And thou shalt love thy 
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neighbour as thyself.” Matt. xxii. 37, &c. This law is spiritual, that 
is, it reacheth to the thoughts and intents of the heart; it condemns a 
sinful thought as well as a sinful action. It reveals the wrath of God 
against all unrighteousness in thought, word, and deed. Perhaps till 
now you seldom or never considered this. Ask your conscience, as to 
the first and second commandments, Have you loved God above all ? 
Put it home to your heart, examine yoursecr. Have you not been 
more anxious about riches, gain, business, the pleasures and honours of 
the world, than about serving God and gloritying bim? Have you 
not loved these things more than God? Have you not been more 
concerned to gratify yourself in these things than to do the will of 
God? Matt. x. 37, &c. 1 Jobn ii. 15, &. Have you worshipped 
and served God with all your heart ? 

Examine yourself as to the third commandment, Have you honour- 
ed God's holy name? Have you never cursed or sworn, or taken 
God's name in-vain by such expressions as, O Lord, O Christ, &c. 
on trifling occasions? Have you never repeated your prayers in pri- 
vate, or at church, without thinking on what you were about? O, 
what a mockery of God is this! and if God had struck you dead on 
the spot, where had you been? 

Examine yourself as to the fourth commandment, Have you remem- 
bered to keep holy the Sabbath day ? Have you never idled it away 
in sloth, worldly business, journeys, trifling visiting, revelling, drunken- 
ness, or pleasure? Have you never wilfully neglected publick wor- 
ship, or private duties? Did your children and your servants profit 
by your good example and instruction? *Or were they, by your neg- 
lect, taught to neglect God also? Alas! how many sabbaths have you 
lost, and for which God will bring you to an awtul account !! 

Examine yourself as to the:second table of God’s holy law, your 
duty towards your neighbour. You have, perhaps, lived without God ; 
and so has your wife, or your husband; so have your children; so 
have your servants: and you have taken no pains to prevent it. 
What advice have you given them? What prayers have you offered 
to God for them? Alas! alas! with such unconcern for their souls, 
how can you say you have done your duty to your neighbour ? 

How have you observed the fifth commandment? Have you hon- 
oured your father and mother, and given each superiour their due 
respect? Have you treated inferiours with justice, kindness, and the 
honour due to all men? Read the Church catechism on your duty to 

our neighbour, and examine yourself thereby. 

The sixth commandment enjoins, ‘* Thou shalt do no murder.” 
This command not only forbids the taking away the life of another, 
but all anger, hatred, envy, malice, and want of regard to our neigh- 
bour’s life and preservation. Our blessed Lord thus explains it, Matt. 
v. 22. Whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause, shall be in 
danger of the judgment. Now ask your own heart, Have you aot 
given way to anger, and passion, and resentment? Have you never 
been angry without a cause ? 


* Isaiah lviii. 13. 
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The seventh commandment enjoins, ‘‘ Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery.’’ Our Lord thus explains it in ifs spiritual extent. Matt. v. 28. [ 
say unto you, that whosoever looketh on @ womun to lust after her, hath 
committed adultery with her already in his heart. ‘The command then 
requires not only to be free from the grosser sins of adultery and for- 
nication; but condemns all lascivious thoughts, words, and actions, 
Have you never indulged unchaste desires, or yielded to tempta- 
tions ? 

The eighth commandment enjoins a sincere regard for our neigh- 
bour’s property. It recvires integrity in all our dealings. Alas! 
how is this commandment broken every day, by petty frauds in buy- 


ing and selling, without any regard to uprightness, or the real value 
of the article; by defrauding the king of his customs; by running in 
debt and borrowing morey, with no prospect of paying it again; by 
waste, sloth, and id!eness. Ask your conscience, Have you never ta- 
ken unfair advantage of your neighbour or employer? Have you 
never been unmindful of his interest ? 

The ninth commandment enjoins a sincere regard for our neigh- 
bour’s character, It does not merely forbid false-swearing in a court 
of justice ; but all lying, slander, and evil-speaking. Examine your- 
self, Have you never injured your neighbour, by inventing or spread- 
ing reports to his disadvantage, speaking untruths of him, or sinking 
his reputation by unnecessary exposure of his failings? Have you in 
every instance put away lying and deceit, and been careful to speak 
the plain truth ? 

The tenth commandment sums up the whole duty, by forbidding all 
unlawful desires. St. Paul himself acknowledged that this command- 
ment brought him in guilty before God. Rom. vii. 7. I had not known 
sin, but by the law; for 1 had not known lust, except the law had said, 
Thou shalt not covzt. 

Now inquire, Can you lay your band on your heart and say, I am 
not guilty? Consider this perfect standard of duty: have you loved 
God with ail your heart, your soul, your mind, your strength? Have 
you honoured His holy name and His word, and served Him truly all! 
the days of your life? Can you lay your hand on your beart and say, 
I have loved my neighbour as myself; | have always done unto others 
as | would others should do unto me? Have you been always atten- 
tive not to injure your neighbour's charac'er, property, chastity, per- 
son, and happiness? My friend, judge yourseif, for you will assuredly 
be judged of the Lord. 

bserve thea, with awe and reverence, that the holy word of God 
charges you with sin, and condemns you as a sinner, ‘The liturgy of 
the Church of England acknowledges the awful truth, when, alter the 
recital of each commandinent, we are taught to say, ‘* Lord, have 
mercy upon us.” This very language is a confession of guilt; and 
when we adjoin, ** Incline our hearts to keep this law,” it is a declara- 
tion of our own. helplessness. It is plain and clear, then, that you are 
a transyressor of God’s holy law; you have not done your duty ; 
therefore, you have no righteousness of your own to trust in, no hope 
44 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOL. IV. 
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in yourself. Lay your hand on your heart, and confess yourself guil- 
ty. Perhaps you have been just and honest, kind and friendly; but 
you have not done your duty as you ought, either to God or to man. 
God, as you have heard, charges you with sin, and the sentence of 
His divine law is, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them.* Have you laid this to 
heart, and repented truly of your sins past? You had been informed 
that God gave his Son to die for your sins ; but bow little, how seldom: 
or ever have you thought about it ; alas! no more than if such an event 
had never been. The love of God in Christ will be the wonder of 
eternity; it is what all the angels and saints of God adore! But you 
have seldom thought about it. O, what base ingratitude! What 
contempt of God is this! Now God designs, by this affliction, to bring 
these things home to your heart; and if you are rightly humbled on 
account of your sins, you will say, ‘God, be merciful to me a sin- 
ner ;”” O Lord, | thank thee that thou didst not cut me off by sudden 
death ; I bless thy holy name that this chastisement of me is sent in- 
stead of my eternal condemnation. 

Another reason why God afflicted you, is to show you, 2dly, the 
uncertainty and vanity of all earthly things. By nature we love the 
world, God strikes in mercy to take us off from it. 2 Cor. i. 9.— 
You were lately all alive in the pursuit of riches or pleasure. You 
were in hopes of getting forward in life, and promised yourself much 
comiort and happiness ; but you have met with vexation and disap- 
pointments. My friend, what can vain pleasures now do for you? 
Can riches and honours profit you now? Can they rescue from the 
grave a dying beloved relation? Or supposing that you are likely to 
die, does these things give you any comfort? Alas! you must leave 
them all, and that For ever. O, then, look far above them! Look 
up to your God! Set your affections on things above, and not on 
things on the earth. Col. iii. 1, 2. 


Your beavenly Father hath appointed this adversity to t ou, 
3dly, The knowledge of himself, as the spring of true and Ney: 
iness, 

When you were in health and spirits, you were busy in the world ; 
you perhaps rose early and came late to rest; but you allowed your- 
self no time to think of your soul, no time to think upon God. 
Awtul thought! A creature depending on his Creator every mo- 
ment, and yet never thinking upon bim, O, what agony will this 
occasion to thousands of souls in eternity! To reflect, ‘* 1 once had 
a merciful God; a gracious Redeemer ; but 1 was too busy in the 
world to think about him. Alas! alas! I sported with my own mer- 
cies; ah! and with my own destruction: 1 turned a deaf ear to God ; 
and now he turns a deaf ear to my cries, and that Fon ever.” God hath 
afflicted you in mercy, that you may think of him ; and that you may 
have time to think of him, He hath called you aside from the bustle 
ot the world. Improve then this opportunity. How kind is God! 
How slow to anger! How gracious his designs! This very afiliction 


* Gal. iii. 10. 




















1824.] The Day of Adversity. 347 
tells you that he is not willing that you should perish, but rather 
that you should come unto bim and be saved! Hear how tender his 
words are, “ As many as [ love, 1 rebuke and chasten.” Rev. iii, 19. 
“ Asa father pitieth his own children, even so is the Lord merciful to 
them that fear him; He knoweth their frame, He remembereth that 
they are but dust.”” O, how great is his goodness ! 

Adversity is designed to teach you the loving kindness of the Lord ; 
He smites in mercy to your soul. True happiness consists in loving, 
serving, praising, adoring God, and doing his holy will. Unless you 
seek your happiness in this, you will always be unhappy, both here 
and hereafter. God embitters the world to wean our hearts from it. 
In this affliction God brings the matter home to your heart, your.com- 
forts are dying comforts; you yourself are a dying creature: follow 
the advice of your Saviour, ‘* Seek first of all the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness, and all other things (which are really needful) 
shall be added unto you.” Matt. vi. 33. My friend, God is now 
speaking to you. He demands your attention ; and he is waiting to 
be gracious to your soul now, at this very time. 

Ilf. Consider the use and improvement which God requires you to 
make of adversity. It is a time designed of God for very serious re- 
flection. Things are serious with you now; how much more serious 
will they be hereafter! If you cannot bear to reflect on your sins, 
and on eternity now ; O, think bow you will bear it, when your eyes 


shall see the Son of man coming in his glory, and all his holy angels _ 


with him; when the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be rais- 
ed, when you and all your acquaintance, and the whole world shall 
stand before God, O, place these scenes before you; they are 
great realities ; and you will most certainly find them so. Therefore, 
seize this opportunity to converse with your heart. ‘Take the advice 
of the bible, ‘‘ Examine yourself whether you are in the faith.”” 2 Cor. 
xiii. 5. Read the law of God with great attention; ask your con- 
science, have you in thought, word, and deed, lived according to the 
will of God? Have your disposition, your temper, your pursuit, your 
behaviour, your conduct, been regulated by the bible? Read the 
Lord’s prayer; make every petition a form of self-examination, and 
inquire of your heart whether that which you have so often expressed 
with your lips has ever been the request of yoursoul. Ah, my friend, 
how home will these questions come to you, when you are standing 
before your God, waiting your final doom! ‘Let me urge them upon 
you now, that you may flee from the wrath to come. On the other 
hand, are you humbled under a sense of your sins? Then behold the 
gospel of Jesus Christ: glory for ever be to his name, he came down 
from heaven’; He lived and died for us; He died to save; He 
lives at this time in glory, to receive returning sinners. He is the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world. He calls you 
to repentance. God commands all men every where to repent.* 
Repentance consists in a genuine sorrow for sin; as committed 
against the infinitely holy law of God ; it implies a turning from sin 


® Acts xvii. 36. 
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unto God, with steadfast endeavour after new obedience. Do you in~- 
quire, ** What must 1 do to be saved ?”” So surely does the gospel ad- 
dress you, * Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be sav- 
ed.”* He is able and willing tosave you ; cast your hope on his mer- 
cy ; humble yourself before him ; entreat him to make this affliction a 
blessing to your immortal soul. 

** Is any man afflicted 2” says Si. James, “iu? umm pray.” Be 
much in prayer to God: God invites you wo pray to him. He says, 
* Ask, and you shall receive.” “ *’our heavealy Father will give his 
Holy Spirit to them who as!: him.” Lift up your heart to your God. 
Many of your acquaintance have been called into eternity, and some 
of them, perhaps, suppenLy ; ye! “od has spared you. Had Ged cut 
you off suddenly, unprepared, vilere, ah! where, might you have 
been! ‘ Awale, then, arise, and call upon God. Awake, thou that 
sleepest, arise — the dead, and ““brist shall give thee light.” Eph. 
v. 14, Stir up your heart and the hearts of your family and friends, 
and cali upon God to sanctify this present adversity, that your soul 
may profit by this visitation, and that you may have reason to bless 
God tor it, and that for ever. Have you lost a tender and affectionate 
partner? Have you followed to the grave a beloved parent, or a 
beloved child? or the friend that was dear unto you as your own soul ? 
or are you in sickness, in delicate bealth, or brought to poverty and 
want; or in dying circumstances, and in a few days expect to leave 
all below ? ? Still God is able to comfort you, lo raise you up, to pro- 
vide for you; He is the Father of the fatherless; He pleadeth the 
cause of the widow. How many widows have been left friendless, 
and without a protector, but God bas proved himself their protector and 
friend! How many fatherless childrea have had none but God to 
Jook to, and the providence of God has raised up friends and bene- 
factors! Let your distress lead you io bim; then it will prove a 
blessing. God is vow speaking. ‘To-day, if you will bear his voice, 
harden not your heart. How ienderly did Christi weep over Jerusa- 
lem !{ How tenderly did be weep at the tomb of Lazarus! Now 
in heaven he pleads, Father, spare that sinner yet another year. 
Cail to mind bow he hung upon the cross, bleeding and dying. He 
died that sinners should live for ever. May such dying love produce 
a lasting impression on your heart and mine. 

Lastiy, should if please God wo support you under this adversity, 
and raise you from this sickness, let me entreat you to consider, 
Have you profited by it? Can you say, it is good for me that I have 
been afflicted? Has your affliction humbled you on account of your 
sins? Do you acknowledge that God is just in all which he hath laid 
upon you? Has it weaned your heart from the world, and are you 
more in earnest for eternity? Has it brought you more to admire, 
adore, and love your God, the Lord Jesus Christ, and bis great salva- 
tion? Have you a deeper sense of your need of the grace of the Holy 
Spirit? Hath your affliction had a sanctified effect on your temper, 
your words, and actions? Hath it made you more tender, kind, and 


* Acts xvi. 31, &c. t Luke xi. 9, &c. } Luke xix. 42, Joho xi. 33. 
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friendly to others ; and taught you to have a real anxiety for their 
salvation? O be careful not to lose these impressions! Seek the ac- 
quaintance of those whose pious conversation will assist you in the 
ways of God; and flee, flee from the company of those, who, by the 
love of the world, negligence towards God, and dislike of spiritual 
things, would ruin your soul, Remember that religion is not the work 
of a death-bed, but is the grand business of life. Remember also, 
that, if this merciful warning be not improved, it may be the last warn- 
ing ; your death may be sudden. God inay say to you, ‘* My Spirit 
shall not always strive withthat man.” ‘ I will come in an bour that 
he is not aware of, | will cut him asunder, and appoint him his por- 
tion where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.” 

O, then, let every consideration of judgment and of mercy, of the 
dying love of God our Saviour, and of the terrours of his law, of the 
value of your soul. and the importance of eternity, awaken you to flee 
from the wrath to come. Then, indeed, shall these light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment, work out for you a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, will receive you as a child returning to his arms with 
holy delight. There shall be joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over you as a repenting sinner. 

O what a blessed state is this! This is happiness indeed, and with. 
out it there is no happiness to be enjoyed in this world. For how 
can you be happy here, unless you have a well-grounded hope of be- 
ing happy hereafter? And no hope whatever can you have while the 
wrath of God abideth on you.* May God then enable you by his 
grace to make such use of the present adversity as may lead you to 
the knowledge and love of his holy ways. This is life eternal, to 
know the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. May 
your present affliction have this blessed effect. Then you will say, 
It was good for me that I have been afflicted. You will then esteem 
this affliction as one of your chief mercies. In a better world you will 
see and acknowledge that, in all your sufferings, however painful, mor- 
tifying, and perplexing, your heavenly Father was too wise to be mis- 
taken, and too good to be unkind. 


** Good when he gives, supremely good, 
Nor less when he denies ; 
‘Afilictions from his sov’reign hand 


Are blessings in disguise.” 


Then you will come out of great tribulation: God will wipe the tears 
from your eyes, and praise will be your employment for ever. 

O, may this be the blessed effect of your present affliction !— 
Then, (if the delightful thought may be permitted,) should he ever 
hear of it, whether in this world, or in the world to come, it will in- 
deed occasion no small joy to him, who, in writing this address, hopes 
that he has no other object in view than your present and eternal 
happiness, . 


* Matt. xxiv. 50, John iii. 36, &c. apd xvii, % 
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REVIEW. 


T'wo Discourses on the Atonement. By Moses Srvart, Associate 
Prof. of Sacred Literature in the Theol. Sem. at Andover, Pub- 
lished by request of the Students. 1824. 8vo. pp. 54. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 318.) 


Tue explanations necessary for the right understanding of the doc- 
trine, having been concluded in the first discourse, the Professor pro- 
ceeds in the second, to exhibit the direct proof from the scriptures of 
the atonement made by our Lord, and then to answer the most popu- 
lar and plausible objections. 

Previous, however, {fo the citations from the scriptures, Mr. Stuart 
makes two remarks upon the mode of interpreting them. The first is, 
that every speaker and writer who intends to be understood must ne- 
cessarily use language in the same sense in which those whom he 
addresses use and understand it. The second is, that the sacred wri- 
ters were Jews, and that the scriptures were addressed, with very 
little exception, to Jews, or to churches partly consisting of Jews. 
We must therefore construe their language as it would naturally be 
construed by Jews. The question is not ‘* what ideas we may affix 
to the language of scripture, coming to read it in another tongue, in 
another region, nurtured in the bosom of speculative philosophy, and 
desirous of adjusting every thing to our own standard ;” but it is, 
** WHAT IDEAS DID THE PROPHETS, APOSTLES, AND EVANGELISTS MEAN 
ro convey.” As Jews, they were habitually conversant with expia- 
tory sacrifices. And so were the persons to whom they wrote. The 
system of substitution was inwrought into the very nature of their 
religious worship; and all the language relating to the sacrifice of 
Christ was borrowed from that which they used every day in speak- 
ing of the sacrifices they were required to offer. 

After these preparatory remarks, Mr. S. proceeds, very briefly, to 
exbibit the testimony of the scriptures. He pretends not to quote 
all, but only a few of the texts relating to the subject. We shall, 
therefore, give the whole passage to our readers, 

‘* Our text is fresh in your minds, and I need not here repeat it. 
It asserts that the ‘ chastisement or punishment by which our peace 
is procured, was laid upon the Saviour; that by his wounds we are 
healed ; that all we have gone astray, i. e. sinned; and that Jehovah 
hath laid on liim the punishment due to us.’ Other parts of the chap- 
ter, from which our text is taken, repeat the same idea. * For the 
transgression of my people was he smitten,’ v. 8; ‘ his soul [i.e. he] 
was made an offering for sin,’ v. 10; ‘be shall justily [i. e. procure 
pardon for] many, for he shall bear their iniquities,’ v. 11; * he bare 
ihe sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors,’ v. 12, 

‘¢ | only ask here, whether any man can rationally and candidly 
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indulge doubts, in what manner the Jews, whom the prophet address- 
ed, must necessarily have understood this language ? 

‘* In regard to the New Testament, it is so full of the doctrine in 
question, that the only difficulty lies in making a proper selection of 
testimony. 

** Peter bas quoted some of the passages, which I have just cited. 
Observe how he comments on this sentiment. ‘ Who his own self, 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree.....by whose stripes ye were 
healed ;’ | Pet. ii. 24. Again, ‘ We were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things......but dy the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot ;’ 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. John the Bap- 
tist also exclaims, ‘ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sins of the world ;’ i. ec. the victim, who by divine appointment is, 
through his expiatory death, to procure pardon for men ; John i. 29. 
So the apostle John: ‘ The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin,’ 1 John i. 7. * Who is the propitiation [or propitiatory sacrifice] 
for our sins ; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world ;? 1 John ii. 2. Paul abounds, every where, with the most 
glowing sentiments in respect to this great point. * For he hath made 
him to be sin fi. e. a sin offering} for us, who knew no sin ;’ 2 Cor. 
v 21. ‘ Christ our passover is sacrificed for us ;’ 1Cor.v.7. ‘In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins ; 
Eph i. 7. ¢ Whom God bath set forth to be a propitiation [or propi- 
liatory sacrifice] through faith in bis blood.....to declare his righteous- 
ness [i. e. for the manifestation of his pardoning mercy] by the re- 
mission of sins ;’ Rom. iii. 25. * Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for us,’ Gal. iii. 13, 

‘It were easy to proceed, and fill out my whole discourse with 
passages of the same import. But the limits which I have prescribed 
to myself forbid; and I shall close with two texts more, where the 
resemblance between the sacrifices under the law and the offering of 
Christ, is so brought into view, that it is impossible to mistake the wri- 
ter’s meaning. ‘For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is 
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned with- 
out the camp; wherefore, Jesus also, that he might make expiation 
(@ysern) for the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate ;’ 
Heb. xiii. 11, 12. In other words, what was done in the type, was 
fulfilled in the antitype. Again; ‘ For if the blood of bulls and goats, 
and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the-flesh ; how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered up himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works, to serve the living God.’ Heb. 
ix. 13, 14, 

“ 1 ask now of any candid man, who has any proper conception of 
the mahner in which the Jews employed language of this nature, noth- 
ing more, than that laying bis hand on his heart, and making the 
appeal to him who searches that heart, he would inquire, whether 
a Jew, addressing Jews with such language as this, could expect or 
wish to be understood in any other way, than as inculcating the doc 
trine ef substitution, or the exptatory sufferings gf Jesus, 
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‘* | have done with citing testimony ; for if what 1 have adduced 
does not establish the fact, that the sacred writers did mean to 
inculcate the doctrine in question; then plainly, the many scores of 
additional texts which might be quoted, will not prove it; nor any 
language, | must add, which it would be in the power of a human be- 
ing to employ. 

** As a proof of this, I only advert to the manner in which all plain 
unlettered Christians have always understuod these texts, from the 
time of the apostles down to the present moment. ‘They never had a 
doubt on the subject of their meaning, unless some speculating theolo- 
gian excited it; and of themselves, | do believe, they never would 
have one to the end of time. 

** But I may make an appeal of another kind, in regard to the man- 
ner in which this language is and must be understood, by men deeply 
versed in the idiom of the scriptures, but wholly indifferent in regard 
to the fact, whether one or another doctrine is there taught, because 
they do not recognise their authority to decide upon such matters. 
The most distinguished oriental and biblical scholar now living, who 
disclaims all belief in any thing supernatural in the scriptures, and 
through the influence of his philosophy maintains that a miracle is 
impossible, and who therefore caunot be said to have any prejudices 
in favour of the doctrine of atonement, says, al the close of a masterly 
explanation of the language of the chapter from which my text is ta- 
ken, that *‘ most Hebrew readers, who bad once been acquainted with 
offerings and substitution, must NeckssaRity understand the words of 
our chapter as asserting it; and there is no pousT,’ he adds, ‘ that the 
apostolick representation, in the propitiaiory death of Christ, certainly 
rests in a manner altogether pre-eminent, on this ground.’ (Gesenius, 
Comm. iiber Jesaiam, liii. 10.)” pp. 34—37. 

We take this opportunity to remark one fault, and a dangerous fault 
we consider it to be, in Mr. Stuart's mode of quoting the scriptures. 
It consists of verbal alterations, in some places slight, in others con- 
siderable, from the received version. Thus Heb. xiii. 12, which our 
translation renders ‘* Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the 
people with his own blood, suffered without the gate,” is thus quoted 
by Professor Stuart, ‘* Wherefore, Jesus also, that he might make ex- 
pration (ayiaen) for the people with bis own blood, suffered without 
the gate.” Here the words make expiation for are silently substituted 
for ** sanctify,” in the received translation, though sanctify is confes- 
sedly the literal rendering of ayseen. We are well aware that Mr. S. 
bas the authority of Rosenmiiller and Schleusner in favour of this in- 
terpretation. But the question is not, whether the word will bear this 
meaning ; it is whether it should have been introduced into an express 
and formal citation of the passage without some information given to the 
reader, and especially to the unlearned reader. ‘The audience to 
whom the sermon was addressed were, we allow, in no danger of 
forming wrovg conclusions. Not so the readers of the sermon after it 
was printed. What must be the effect on the mind of an honest and 
conscientious Christian who bas diligentiy perused the English bible, 
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but knows nothing of Greek or Hebrew? The text, as quoted, sounds 
strange to his ears, and he turns to his bible to see if the Professor has 
quoted the passage correctly. He finds a very important deviation, 
Startled at this, his mind is filled with vague suspicions ; either that 
the Professor’s argument is not sound, or that the received translation 
of the scriptures is not faithful. He loses his confidence in Mr. Stuart 
or in the bible. We should be sorry to have bim do either. 

In like manner, (p. 39.) ** Being justified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation,” (Rom. iii. 24, 25,) is thus quoted by Professor Stu- 
art, “* gratuitously justified through the redemption that is in Jesus 
Christ, whom God hath set forth as a propitiatory sacrifice.” To 
our minds “ freely”’ conveys the same meaning as gratuitously. But if 
Mr. S. thinks the latter expression an improvement, why might he not 
have quoted the passage thus: ‘* Being justified lreely (i. e. gratui- 
tously.)”” So with regard to the term « propitiation,”” Mr. S. might 
have preserved the received version, and added his interpretation of 
it inthe same manner. Propitiation, i. e. propitiatory sacrifice. We 
say, his interpretation, because it cannot have escaped Mr. S. that the 
term ‘* propitiation,” (‘Aerrngir,) in the passage before us, is supposed 
by many to mean “ the mercy-seat,”’ in allusion to the lid or covering 
of the ark, on which the high priest sprinkled the bluod of atonement, 
(Lev. xiv, 14.)* We have had the curiosity to count the scripture 
texts in the second sermon, and find that out of 51, but 16 are quoted 
with exactness from the English translation. The deviations do not in 
general affect the sense, but for this very reason, they ought not to have 
been made. We can account for it only in two ways: the first, that 
Mr. S. in the rapidity of composition quoted from memory, and did 
not take the pains to revise and compare bis quotations ; the second, 
that he quoted from the original Greek, and consequently gave his own 
transtation. The former, though perhaps excusable in preaching, is 
not so readily to be excused in publishing ; the latter is not consistent 
with that respect which we owe to the received version in all cases 
where it is correct. We cannot but think that the learned Professor 
will himself agree with us in these sentiments; for no man in our 
country is better able than he is to know how greatly we are indebted 
to the translators of the English bible. 

Having exhibited the testimony of scripture, Mr. S. leads his read- 
ers to the following alternative, either to admit the doctrine of the atone- 
ment, or to reject the authority of the sacred writers. ‘* There is no 
other path which can be taken, unless it can be fairly shown that the 
interpretation which has been given to the language cited above, is not 
agreeable to the usage of speech among the Jews; an undertaking 
which, I am well persuaded, is desperate ; and one which no critick, no 
philologist, can ever accomplish, until the whole history of Jewish 


* Professor Stuart's interpretation is that of Origen and St. Chrysostom; the 
other of Theodoret. The Greek fathers have been diligently read by German 
criticks. 
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ideas in respect to these subjects during former ages, is blotted out 
from the records of the world. I repeat it then, for I do most so- 
lemnly believe it, that we must either receive the doctrine of substi- 
tution and expiatory offering by the death of Christ, or virtually lay 
aside the authority of the scriptures, and lean upon our own philoso- 
phy.” p. 38. 

The latter has in fact been the method resorted to by the specula- 
tors and scepticks who have rejected the doctrine of substitution. 
‘* Their refuge is philosophy. They raise doubts about equivalen- 
ey ; they must see, as philosophers, the why and the how in respect 
to this mysterious transaction.”? But this part of the subject having 
been considered in the first sermon, Mr. Stuart briefly notices some of 
the most popular objections. 

Obj. 1. An atonement for sin is unnecessary. But who, he asks, is 
to decide this point? The natural possibility of the pardon of sin, 
without the imtervention of a suffering substitute for sinners is ad- 
mitted. But this is in reality no part of the question. What has 
God judged best is the only proper inquiry; and this is answered in 
the bible. When those who doubt admonish us that it would be unbe- 
coming in respect to the Supreme Being, and derogatory to his charac- 
ter to suppose that the sufferings of Christ were deemed by him to be 
necessary or acceptable ; the answer simply is, “ It Became him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many 
sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings,” Heb. ii. 10. When they allege that the attribute of 
mercy is denied to God by the supposition of an atonement, they can 
say this only on the ground that atonement implies exact and literal 
equivalency ; an idea which is not, and cannot be maintained. 

Obj. 2. An atonement weakens the motives to holy living. This 
objection St. Paul himself has answered. After representing the death 
of Christ as the only foundation of the sinner’s hope, (Rom. iii.) hé an- 
ticipates the objection thus: ** Do we then make void the law through 
faith?” i. e. do we diminish the force of moral precept or obliga- 
tion? ‘ God forbid: yea, we establish the law ;’’ i. e. we enforce 
its obligations by higher motives than before existed. ‘* How shall we 
who are dead to sin, live any longer therein?’ Rom. vi. 1,2. Chris- 
tianity, from its very nature, is hostile to sinful passions and appe- 
tites. Atoning blood, extensive, and gratuitous as the favours are 
which it proffers, never proffered one unconditionally.. The sinner 
must be humble and penitent, who is sprinkled with it. 

Obj. 3. He may properly be called our Saviour and Redeemer, be- 
cause he has instructed us how we may acceptably obey God. 

Ans. If Christ be viewed merely as an instructer, and this rendered 
him exclusively the Saviour of sinners, his own apostles, and Paul in 
particular, would have a better claim to the title than he. Nay, on 
this ground, we should have as many redeemers as we have, or have 
had, religious teachers, 

Obj. 4. The death of Christ was only a seal or confirmation of the 
truth, by which we are enlightened and saved. 
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Ans. Then was Stephen, and James, and Peter, and Paul, and 
every other martyr to the cause of truth, our Redeemer. 

Obj. 5. Christ was our Redeemer, because he has taught us by bis 
example how by worship and obedience, to please God. 

The answer to this objection is forcible, and we give it in the au- 
thor’s own words. 

** The force of his example to inculcate virtue and piety, we ought 
most gratefully to acknowledge. But the redeeming efficacy of it, I 
cannot by any means admit. A most conclusive reason against such 
a view of it, is found in the fact, that while his example could, of 


cuurse, bave an influence only during his life and on times after those ° 


in which he lived, his atonement is represented as reaching back to the 
very origin of our race. Thus Paul; ‘Ifthe blood of bulls and goats 
++.» Sanctifies to the purifying of the flesh; how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works, to serve the 
living God. And for this cause [i e. because his expiatory sacrifice 
possesses a spiritual or moral efficacy of such a nature,] he is the Me- 
diator of the new covenant, so that, his death having taken place to 
make expiation (es axreavrewrw) for sins committed under the former 
covenant, they who are called may receive the promised blessings of 
the heavenly inheritance’ Heb. ix. 13—15. That his death is here 
plainly considered by the apostle, as having a retrospective view and 
influence is clear from what follows. After observing that the Jew- 
ish sacrifices needed to be often repeated, he goes on to say: * The 
death of Christ once only was sufficient ; if this were net so,’ be adds, 
then * he must offen have suffered since the foundation of the world.’ 
That is, the object which his death has now accomplished, the expia- 
tory sacrifice which he has now made, must be adequate for men in all 
ages ; for the past, as well as for the future ; otherwise Christ must 
have often suffered, since the foundation of the world. Heb ix 25, 26. 

‘** Exactly to the same purpose is the sentiment in the third chapter 
of the epistle tothe Romans. After asserting that Ged had set forth 
Christ as a propitiatory sacrifice, Paul adds: ‘ To declare or manifest 
his gratuitous method of justification by the forgiveness of sins in past 
times, [or, so that the sins of former times might be remitted,] through 
the divine lenity ; and to declare his gratuitous method of justification, 
at the present time ;? Rom. iii. 25, 26. The opposition of present 
time here, to the past in the preceding clause, shows beyond all rea- 
sonable doubt, as it seems to me, that the object of the apostle is to 
assert not only the influence of Christ’s propitiatory sacrifice, but its 
extension to past times as well as to present; and, of course, the sen- 
timent is the same with that which is disclosed in the epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

‘* Here then we may take a stand in defence of vicarious sacrifice, 
secure against being moved by suggestions that example is the great 
point in the Redeemer’s work. Here, at all events, is vicarious influ- 
ence, if there be influence on ages that have passed by. And _ that 
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the apostle means to assert this, appears to me as clear as any other 
sentiinent deducibie from his writings.” pp. 43—45. 

Obj. 6. To represesent the innocent as suffering for the guilty, is a 
virtual impeachment of divine equity. 

Ans. ** He hath made him to be a sin-offering, who knew no sin,” 
i. e. the innocent has suffered for the guilty ; 2 Cor. v. 21. Christ 
hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 
us toGod;” J Pet. iii. 18. Such is the fact. Is God therefore un- 
just ? and do the scriptures represent him to be so, because of 
this ? 

To those who disbelieve the scriptures, a greater difficulty may be 
presented. Children suffer on account of the crimes of their parents ; 
nations, on account of the vices of their rulers; and that without the 
consent of the sufferers: if divine justice and the principles of moral 
government are not impeachable on this account, are they so, if Christ 
voluntarily, and out of pity and love, suffered the just for the unjust ? 

From the consideration of these objections, the last topick of his 
discourses, the Proiessor proceeds to make two reflections on the 
subject. The first is, that the atonement is a fundamental doctrine of 
the Christian system, which distinguishes it in a peculiar manner from 
all other systems of religion. ‘ Other systems of religion teach the 
existence, attributes, and moral government of God. ‘This does Ju- 
daism in its modern form; this does Theism; this does even Moham- 
medism. Other systems inculcate our social and relative duties. The 
religion of Hindoostan exhibits the Deity in a state of incarnation ; so 
that even this is not in all respects peculiar to Christianity. But no 
religion save the Christian, exhibits the incarnate Worp, suffering, 
bleeding, dying for sinners; a Lamb of God to take away the sin of 
the world. This is at once the glory and the hope of the Christian 
system. This is what marks it with a peculiarity, that makes it ex- 
ceedingly distinct from, and superiour to, all other systems. Give up 
this point. and you confound the broad line of distinction, which sepa- 
rates it from all else that is called religion. Suffer this sun even to be 
eclipsed, and the race of man is covered with gloom. Quench his 
glory, and we are at once involved in ten-fold more than Egyptian 
night ; we are doomed to wander in the shadow of death, on which no 
morning rays will ever dawn, nor one gleam of radiance ever fall to 
alleviate its terrours.” pp. 47, 48. 

The second reflection is, ** that a Saviour suffering for us, the eternal 
Worp, Gop manifest in the flesh, and in our nature offering an expiatory 
sacrifice, presents to the moral sympathies of our race, higher excite- 
ments to virtue and piety, and more powerful dissuasives from sin, than 
any other consideration which the Christian religion proffers.”” p. 48. 

With this reflection, Mr. Stuart closes his eloquent discourses. As 
he proceeds, he evidently feels the influence of the excitement which 
he describes ; and his thoughts kindle into the most glowing language 
of Christian eloquence. 

** That Jesus died, and died for us; that he was OUR SUBSTITUTE ; 
that his tender compassion did take us into view individually ; ihat he 
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took our nature in order to enter most intimately, most endearingly, 
into our sympathies, and propose himself to us under the most attrac- 
tive form, is the view which Paul took of the Redeemer’s work. He 
was not an isolated monument of suffering, and of God’s displeasure 
against sinners; not merely a sign that sin could be pardoned, by 
which only an abstract testimony could be given, like that which the 
rainbow gives of God’s covenant to drown the earth no more—a sym- 
bol which might have served equally well for angels or formen. No; 
‘ Verily he did not assist the angels, but the seed of Abraham.’ Man 
was the object—the only object—of his incarnation, sufferings, and 
death. ‘ Wherefore it behooved him in all things to be made like unto 
his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining unto God, to make reconciliation for the sins of his 
people. For in that he himself suffered, being tempted, he is able 
also to succour those that are tempted ;’? Heb. ii. 16—18. See what 
pains is here taken to represent the suffering Saviour as participating 
in our nature, and entering with the most tender sympathy into all our 
wants and woes. ls this to propose him as a mere example of suffer- 
ing, cold, distant, abstract ; or is it to make him such a high priest as 
we needed, one who can be touched with a feeling for our infirmities, 
having been tempted in all points as we are? Speak, ye whose 
hearts have been melted by a Saviour’s love, and tell us. Speak, ye 
who live amid the horrours of eternal winter and storm; and ye-who 
roam in deserts parched beneath a burning sun ; ye who were without 
God and without hope in the world, aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers to the covenant of promise, speak and say, Is 
not this the Saviour you need? the Saviour who has cheered your 
desponding hearts? who has opened to you the prospect of glory ? Is 
not this he whom your souls love? Speak, ye redeemed, encircling 
bis throne above, and casting your crowns at his feet; is not this he 
who drew your souls to him by bonds of love stronger than death ; 
which many waters could not quench, nor floods drown ? Hark! I hear 
the notes of that song which fills all the regions of heaven with harmo- 
ny. It echoes back even to this distant world: * THou wast SLAIN, 
AND HAST REDEEMED us To Gop BY THY BLOOD, out of every kindred 
and tongue and people and nation, and bast made us kings and priests 
unto our God for ever and ever.’ O for a heart and tongue to 
unite with this gratetul, happy throng, and begin on earth the notes 
which we hope to sing through everlasting ages in the world above !” 
pp- 51, 52. 

We cannot take our leave of these interesting sermons without ex- 
pressing the very sensible pleasure we feel at the perfect coincidence 
of sentiment which they exhibit between Professor Stuart and the 
standard writers of our own Church, The same simple, perspicuous, 
and manly mode of ratiocination; the same sober views of divine 
truth ; the same learned and critical acumen; the same freedom from 
strained interpretations, and over heated and irregular fancies, which 


5 
characterize*our divines, are equally observable in these discourses. 
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What makes this the more remarkable and the more gratifying is. that 
Professor Stuart has arrived at this result by a method entirely inde- 
pendent of any assistance he might have derived from them. He has 
devoted himself, we have reason to believe, almost exclusisely to the 
study of German criticks and theologians. To find, therefore, that 
he came out at precisely the same point with the divines of the 
Church of England, after pursuing a course very remote from theirs, 
is an interesting fact in the h’story of religious inquiry. When we find 
the ancient Christian writers both of the Greek and Latin church, the 
learned Protestant Episcopalians both of England and America, and the 
German criticks, with all their licentious and extravagant freedom of 
inquiry, coming to the same result as to what the scriptures teach, it 
must be viewed as a sublime homage of human intellect to the clear- 
ness of divine truth. Professor Stuart has drunk so deep at the foun- 
tain of German learning, that the intoxicating quality of smal'er 
draughts has Jost its influence. While following his excursive cuices 
he has fallen into many errours ; but the candour as well as the strenvth 
of his mind, has in most instances brought bim back into the mght 
path. Much were it to be wished that all who have followed the 
same leaders, had possessed equal penetration and equal magnanimi- 
ty. Weare not disposed to deprive the German criticks of any praise 
to which they are justly entitled. We should recommend them to the 
experienced divine, who has laden his bark with sufficient ballast to 
keep her steady amid the ever shifting winds and contrary currents 
of unsettled opinions. But we bonestly think that to persons unskilled 
in theology, many of them are productive of more injury than profit. 
Much of what is good in them may be found equally well expressed in 
English writers. What is bad is peculiarly their own, ana it has a 
dreadful tendency to encourage the most undisciplined propensities of 
our corrupted nature. Prolessor Stuart well knows that while their 
philology is admirable, their theology is execrable. Many of the most 
learned German criticks, such, for example, as Eichborn and Gesentus, 
are open and avowed infidels, who write commentaries upon the scrip- 
tures,as they would upon Homer and Virgil equally unconcerned in hoih 
cases, whether their author speaks the language of truth or falsehood. 
A valuable use may undoubtedly be made of such criticks. As they 
are infidels they are not solicitous to make their authors speak what 
they consider rational. Their concessions, therefore, are often valua- 
ble in supporting the truths of the bible against those would-be Chris- 
tians who strive to explain them away so as to suit their conceptions 
of rational Christianity. But though it may be lawful to use the cen- 
sers of these sinners against their own souls, as broad plates for the 
covering of the altar, yet they should never be substituted for our daily 
service in the place of more hallowed utensils. For ourselves we 
freely confess that when engaged in offering incense to Jehovah, we 
prefer to bring forth from the temple the golden and consecrated ves- 
sels which have long been used in the service of the sanctuary. F. 






















































1824.] Relig. Intell.—Eastern Diocesan Convention. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
EASTERN DIOCESE. 


Journal of the proceedings of the Diocesan Convention of 1824, held at Portland, 
Maine, on Wednesday, September 29, 1824. 


Tis being the day appointed for the meeting of the convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocese, the convention assembled in St. Paul’s 
church, Portland, at 9 o’clock, A.M. The Right Rev. the Bishop having taken 
the chair, the Rev. Henry W Ducachet, M. D., was appointed by vote of the 
members present, to act as secretary. The convention being thus organized, the 
minutes of the last session were read. The list of the mem'ers being then called, 
there were found to be present, . 

The Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, D. D., Bishop. 

Rev. James Morss, Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D., Rev. Isaac Boyle, 
Rev. Lot Jones, ev. Henry W. Ducachet, M. D., of Massachusetts ; 
Rey. Petrus S Ten Broeck, Rev. Gideon W. Olney, of Maine; Rev. 
Charles Burroughs, of New Hampshire. 

The following gentlemen presented a regular certificate of their appointment to 
represent St. Paul’s church, in this town, and were thereupon admitted to their 
seats as lay-detegates, viz. Mr. Stephen Waite, Simon Greenleaf, Esq., Mr. 
Daniel Chamberlin. 

Resolved, That the convention adjourn to attend divine worship, and that they 
resume the usual business immediately after the religious services of the day. 

Convention adjourned accordingly. 

Morning prayers by Rev. Mr. Morss. Sermon by the Bishop. Communion 
administered by the Bishop, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Morss. After which the 
convention met pursuant to adjournment. 





Present as above. Mr John Sowdon presented a certificate of his appointment 
to represent Christ church, Boston, and was admitted to his seat accordingly. 

Resolved, That the clergy and laity of the Protestant Episcopal Church at pre- 
sent in the town,who are not members of this convention, be admitted to its sittings. 

Resolved, ‘That the convention proceed to the choice of a standing committee 
for the ensuing year; and that the choice be made by show of hands on nomina- 
tion. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were declared to be duly chosen, viz. 

Rev. Petrus 8. Ten Broeck, Rev. Charles Burroughs, Rev. Carlton Chase, 
Rev. 8. F. Jarvis, D. D, Rev. Asa Eaton, Rev. James Morss, Rev. N. B. 
Crocker, Hon. D. A Tyng, George Brinley, Esq. 

Resolved, That the Kev. Asa Eaton be the chairman of the standing com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed by a former convention to devise 
means for the more effectual support of the episcopate, be, and they are hereby, 
discharged ; and that it be recommended to the conventions of the several states 
composing the diocese, to appoint committees for that purpose. 

The committee appointed by a former convention to report a uniform system 
of catechetical instruction, reported in part, that they have agreed upon the fol- 
lowing system, and recommend its adoption, viz. 

That the “‘Church Catechism broken into short questions,” the “* Method 
of Daily Prayer,” and Watts’s ** Divine Songs for Children,” be used as the 
preparatory, or first course of catechetical instruction. 

That “ A familiar and easy Guide to the Understanding of the Church Cate- 
chism,” &c. set forth by them, Gastrell’s ‘* Christian Institutes, abridged,” com- 
pose the second course; and that the ** Method of Daily prayer,” be continued. 
They state that they have not yet devised a satisfactory system of instruction for 
the third course; and therefore, only report progress, and beg leave to sit again, 
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Resolved, That their report be adopted, and that they have leave to sit again, 

The committee appoited at the last convention to inquire into, and report, the 
character and situation of such clergymen of the diocese as may be habitually 
neglecting the duties of the ministerial office, reported the cases of two persons ; 
one resident in Massachusetts, and the other in Maine. In relation to the gentle- 
man resident in Massachusetts, they recommend that no measures be instituted 
by the convention; and with respect to the case of the clergyman resident in 
Maine, they advise that the convention of this state be requested to instruct their 
standing committee to confer with the gentleman reported, under the direction of 
the Bishop. 

[N. B. The names were reported by the committee, but the secretary was in- 
structed, by vote of the convention, not to insert them upon the minutes. | 

Resolved, That this report be accepted, its recommendations adopted, and the 
committee discharged. 

Leave of absence was granted to Simon Greenleaf, Esq. during the remainder 
of the session. 

Resolved, That the convention adjourn until 4 o’clock, this day, to meet again 
in this place. 

Convention adjourned accordingly. 





Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present as before, with the accession of the Rev. Abraham Bronson, of Ver- 
mont. ‘The minutes were read, and approved. 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to examine the demand of 
Mr. Stickney for printing the Bishop’s address to the biennial convention of the 
diocese, heid at Newport, Rhode Island, in 1820, amounting to $10; and that 
they report to this convention. Whereupon, the Rev. Messrs. Morss and Bur- 
roughs were appointed said committee. 

The Bishop then delivered his Address. 

Rev. Mr. Morss from the committee on Mr. Stickney’s claim, reported that 
they had agreed to recommend to the convention, that immediate measures be 
taken to defray the said bill; and suggest that a subscription be had recourse to 
for that purpose. Their report and recommendation were adopted; and the 
suin raised accordingly. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be presented to the Bishop for 
the sermon delivered before the convention this day, and also for his excellent ad- 
dress; and that copies of both be respectfully requested for publication. Where- 
upon the Rev. Messrs. Morss and Boyle were appointed to wait upon the Bishop, 
to communicate to him the sentiments and wishes of the convention. 

Resolved, That, should the Bishop comply with the request of the convention, 
the sermon and address be published in the Gospel Advocate. 

Resolved, That the clergy be requested to read the address to their respective 
congregations. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to make out an accurate account of 
the state of the diocese, to be presented to the next general convention, in 1826. 
Whereupon the Rev. Messrs. Burroughs, Jarvis, Crocker, Eaton, and Boyle, 
were appointed that committee. 

Resolved, That the gentlemen just named be also a committee to devise mea- 
sures for the more effectual promotion of religion in this diocese, and that they be 
instructed to report to the next convention of the diocese. 

Resolved, ‘That the next convention be held in St. Paul’s church, in the city 
of Boston. 

Resolved, That the present secretary, the Rev. Titus Strong, be continued as 
the secretary for the ensuing year. 

Resolved, That the convention adjourn sine die, after being dismissed with 
prayer, and the Bishop’s benediction. 

The convention accordingly adjourned, sine die. 

HENRY W. DUCACHET, Secretary pro tem. 














